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[bookmark: _Hlk109064863][bookmark: _Hlk165111357]Welcome to this introduction to Tender written by Dave Harris and directed by Matthew Xia.
The audio described performance at Soho Theatre  is on Thursday the 14th of May at 2:30pm with a touch tour at 12:30pm. The performance runs for 90 minutes without interval and will be audio described by Miranda Yates.
Please note: this production contains discussion of sexual violence, domestic abuse and substance abuse and reference to suicide. The production also contains loud music, heavy bass and sudden lighting shifts, alongside moments of direct address and implied audience interaction. 
Information on Soho Theatre’s website tells us… ‘The Dancing Bears strip club is failing. Ten covers on a Saturday night. One booking next week. The new club down the street are packing fifty women a night with their twelve-inch synchronised dicks. When the boss’s daughter shows up, she realises they’re gonna need a bigger show.’
There are four characters. Trae is a young, athletic Black man in his mid-twenties, with light brown skin, his black hair twisted into shoulder length locs that are either held back by a black and white bandana or sometimes worn twisted up on top. Trae is toned and muscular with an agile, and acrobatic physicality. Backstage he wears pale sweats, initially a pair of light grey knee length shorts in a sweatshirt fabric, with a white t-shirt, sports socks and trainers. In performance he and the others transform into “dancing bears,” the goldilocks rather than grizzly kind - wearing thick brown fur all-in-ones that zip up at the front and have large bear heads covering their own entirely. When these come off there is nowhere to hide as all that is underneath is a lime-green dayglo jockstrap. Later Trae transforms again into an altogether different look which will be described live during the performance. 
Geoff is a tall muscular and imposing Black man in his early thirties, with a hyper-masculine, gym-built physique. His short black hair is styled in neat cornrows, braided close to the scalp, running from his forehead to the nape of his neck, and often worn under a silky black durag, and  his square is jaw lined by a trim beard and moustache. Geoff dresses in gym gear; a pair of black tracksuit bottoms with black trainers and a sleeveless, loose t-shirt in a pale grey. He later changes into an athleisure-wear two piece in a rich rust brown. He carries himself with confidence and bravado, often loud, playful and sexually charged. He prepares by oiling his body, and in performance his movement is grounded, powerful and overtly sexual, drawing on hip-hop influences and strong pelvic-driven choreography. Initially Geoff appears dominant and self-assured, able to take space, and often moving into the personal space of others.
Donny is the oldest of the three, a white man in his mid-fifties who has a more contained, grounded presence. He is often still, frequently seen meditating, and brings a sense of control and authority to the group. Unlike the others, he doesn’t dance in the same way, instead using a deliberate, restrained physicality that feels almost ritualistic. His clothing is more understated backstage, in a black tracksuit and trainers, and later a pair of charcoal grey shorts, and either a pale or dark grey t-shirt worn with a pair of black and white high tops. As well as dressing as a bear he also performs in a smart pair of high waisted black trousers, a white shirt, and polished black leather shoes.
Arriving to the club a little later is B - in the script B is described as inaccessibly beautiful, and as using she/they pronouns - B is of Chinese and white heritage with a petite slim frame and is in her mid-twenties. She has pale skin, defined brows and sharp penetrating eyes, and her straight black hair is cut into a precise jaw length bob. Though B arrives as an outsider she has a striking, self-possessed presence with the others. Her clothing is contemporary and understated, she wears a white boilersuit with black Doc Martin style boots. Much later she changes into a mid-grey jumpsuit in a softer fabric. Her physicality is controlled and still, and her watchful manner takes the others in with an analytical, detached and incisive manner.
The auditorium at Soho seats about 150 people with one main block of 10 rows with about 14 seats in each row and with each row a step higher than the one in front. At balcony level a single row of stool-seats run across the right and left sides of the auditorium. For this production additional seats in an area called the Bear Pit run along the right and left sides of the stage creating an area of intimate proximity to the performers.
The story unfolds in a single location: the backroom, cum stage of a strip club-style setting. The black box space feels dingy and worn. The main playing area is about 8 metres square and a shallow step up from the surrounding floor. And wrapping around its scuffed black surface is a narrow border of neon light.
Unlike the padded benches in the main audience block, the seating on the left and right sides of the space is banquette style, upholstered in red vinyl. The wall immediately behind the banquettes’ is framed by another rectangular strip of light around its edges, casting an ultra violet glow. The audience, especially those seated in the front row are very much part of the world of the club. This is further indicated as the audience arrives when the ushers hand everyone a hand sized plastic paddle. One side is green and one side is red. Staff explain that anyone who is comfortable being touched should wave their green paddles when the moment calls for it. Please note there will be an accessible option for audiences attending the audio described performance, confirmed upon arrival.
The room is framed by the objects in it rather than solid walls. Across the centre at the front is a deep purple blanket box sized chest with a purple velvet upholstered lid. In each of the front corners a slim chrome pole rises to the ceiling, these are used by the performers in their dance routines. A little further back running along each side is a plain black dressing table a couple of metres in length with a black chair pushed up to it. Again side on to us just above, a large empty square metal frame suggests a dressing room mirror, and running across the top of it is strip light. On the dressing table to the left is a small, framed picture of Trae and his girlfriend.
Further back on the right a third desk faces us. On its surface is a modest sized computer monitor, keyboard and mouse, directly underneath is a black metal bin, and further right a computer tower and a desk height metal filing cabinet. 
In the black painted back wall to the right is a broad set of shelves, with various supplies, including cleaning supplies and paper towels as well as a sewing machine and a small pile of fabric remnants. An ironing board rests in the back right corner. 
Beyond the platform in the back right corner is a little alcove, a bit like a store cupboard, the interior visible through three open shelves at the front. Spread across the two lower shelves are bulky brown-fur bear costumes, with the top shelf home to the three large bear heads that complete them.
When performers leave to head on stage at the club they often head out via the back left corner. Returning again as though stepping out onto the club stage. As we take our seats circling patterns of light spin over the stage.
The performers move between their conversations in the back room to stylised rhythmic sequences that are athletic, sexualised and sometimes incorporating acrobatic flips with grounded, muscular, hip-led movement.

Cast and Creative Team
Trae is played by Kwame Odoom
Geoff is played by Dex Lee
Donny is played by Darren Bennett
B is played by Jessie Mei Li
The Designer is Ultz
The Associate Designer is Mark Simmonds
The Associate Costume Designer is Maybelle Laye
The Sound Designer and Composer is Roly Botha
The Lighting Designer is Ciaran Cunningham
The Choreographer and Intimacy Director is Shelley Maxwell
The Assistant Director is Wiebke Green
The Writer is Dave Harris and the Director is Matthew Xia
This is the end of the introduction to Tender at Soho Theatre. If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact the box office on 020 7478 0100
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